
Housing in Action

Building 
Homes
Minnesota has one of the highest overall 
homeownership rates in the country. Yet, the 
racial homeownership gap is one of the worst 
in the nation. In the past 20 years, BIPOC 
homeownership rates have steadily decreased 
while white homeownership rates have climbed.

As interest rates and development costs continue 
to rise, so does the price of homes, pushing the 
dream of homeownership further and further from 
community’s reach. Our neighbors need affordable 
homeownership options—owning a home is not 
only one of the best tools for generational wealth 
building but creates a safe space for neighbors to 
call their own. 

Housing in Action (HIA) is working to 
close the racial gap in homeownership by 
developing high-quality, energy-efficient 
rehabilitations and new constructions to be 
sold at affordable rates to low- and middle-
income, first-time homebuyers.

Private donations from community 
partners and individuals allow Housing in 
Action to expand homeownership access 
by keeping sale prices affordable.

Support Housing in Action’s critical work to 
expand access to homeownership for our 
BIPOC neighbors at:

www.housinginaction.org/donate

THE NEED



Our goal with affordable homeownership 
development is to transfer community 
ownership to BIPOC community members 
who have been left out of homeownership for 
centuries.  

WHAT CHANGE LOOKS LIKE
“The path to homeownership was anything 
but easy. Before I became a Licensed Practical 
Nurse, I lived in public assistance housing in an 
area where dreams often seemed impossible 
and out of reach. I saw firsthand how difficult 
it can be to envision a brighter future when 
you’re surrounded by obstacles. But I stayed 
focused on my goal of becoming a homeowner. 
I was determined to remain in my community, 
but in a space where others also valued their 
neighborhoods and worked toward their dreams.

When I finally stepped into my own home, the joy 
I felt was indescribable. It meant stability; it was a 
space that truly belonged to my family—a dream 
realized, a hope fulfilled. I can still remember the 
moment I turned the key and walked through the 
door. It felt like I was stepping into a new chapter, 
not just for myself but for my entire family.

A stable, affordable home grants me the gifts of 
security, belonging, and empowerment. It creates 
a sense of community and lays the groundwork 
for my family’s dreams and aspirations. It means 
I can raise my children in a safe environment, 
filled with love and opportunity. I envision a 
space where my loved ones can thrive, where we 
can gather, dream, and grow together. - Ta’Nia 
Washington, HIA Homeownership Access Fund 
Recipient

OUR SOLUTION

A typical home in a majority-Black neighborhood is 
undervalued by $48,000, reducing the total wealth 

of homeowners in Black neighborhoods by an 
estimated $156 billion.  (Brookings Institution, 2018)

“Having this home allows me to plant 
roots and contribute to a neighborhood 
where everyone works toward their 
betterment. It’s about creating a legacy, 
not just for my family, but for our 

community as a whole.”

- Ta’Nia Washington, HIA 
Homeownership Access Fund Recipient 

In 1950, the homeownership gap between Black 
Minnesotans and white Minnesotans was about 

20 percentage points; today, 50.  
(Fderal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis, 2021)

$156 
billion


