
Housing in Action

Connected 
Communities
Communities targeted by racist housing policies 
are the same communities experiencing higher 
rates of housing instability today. A housing 
system that does not invest in low-income, largely 
BIPOC communities perpetuates exploitation in 
neighborhoods. 

Unaffordable rent leads to unstable housing. 
Repeatedly moving to find less expensive—and 
often poorly maintained—housing results in 
disconnected neighborhoods. Neighbors that 
don’t know each other can’t organize together. 
Relationships are essential to creating the 
community strength and social capital needed to 
make significant changes in community.

At Housing in Action (HIA), we believe a 
dignified, stable home is the foundation 
from which equitable communities are 
built. Recognizing that community power 
lies within the people living in HIA rental 
homes, our work centers the voices of our 
residents in the decisions we make and the 
projects we pursue. 

It takes $260,000 in private donations 
each year from individuals and 
organizations to make this work possible. 
Your gift moves us closer to our vision of 
housing justice for all, driven by connected 
and powerful neighbors. 

Help make this vision a reality at:
www.housinginaction.org/donate

THE NEED

The average United States homeowner typically stays 
in their homes for about 12 years, while the average 

United States renter stays just 2.5 years.  
(Redfin, 2023)



Rooted in the HIA belief that community power lies 
within the people living in our neighborhoods, Housing 

in Action launched our BIPOC Think Tanks in 2022 
to create an intentional space for BIPOC residents, 

organizers, leaders, and community members to come 
together around neighborhood development. 

Centered on housing justice, HIA BIPOC Think Tanks 
combine tangible change with systemic change—

mornings spent working to improve an HIA property and 
afternoons spent dreaming, collaborating, and ideating 
around what a just housing ecosystem could look like. 

Our BIPOC Think Tanks were a beautiful example of 
how HIA adapts and strengthens our strategies so that 

residents can feel safe in their homes and engaged in 
their communities.

OUR SOLUTION

WHAT CHANGE LOOKS LIKE

Our goal is to co-create communities where trust 
among neighbors is high, connections are strong, and 
historically silenced voices are amplified and heard to 
transform their neighborhoods.

HIA believes that civic engagement includes meeting 
your neighbors, getting involved in your child’s school, 
attending neighborhood gatherings, volunteering, 
voting, and so much more. We create opportunities 
to amplify the gifts, skills, and leadership of our 
residents, collectively creating solutions in community. 
We broadcast these solutions through policy forums 
and create spaces for our residents to speak truth 
to elected officials. Monthly meetings with residents 
strengthens important relationships between neighbors, 
businesses, and contractors, creating a platform for 
residents to gather, connect, and build.

“I continue to work with [HIA] 
because of a particular dedication 
they hold towards the participants 
in their program. Simply put; there’s 
a sincerity within those ranks that’s 
not always easy to find and is worth 
valuing and contributing towards. The 
power that is available by standing up 
for others but also allowing space for 

their voices to be raised and 
heard is incredible.”

- Julius Rennie, HIA Volunteer

A majority of Americans (69%) say they 
know only some or none of their neighbors.  

(PEW, 2019)


