
Housing in Action

Dignified 
Rentals
A safe, dignified, and affordable home is the 
foundation from which everyone thrives. Yet, 
there is an extreme shortage of affordable rental 
homes for individuals at or below the poverty 
level. These families are extremely cost-burdened, 
paying more than half of their income on housing 
and sacrificing other necessities like food and 
healthcare. 

BIPOC households make up 80% of the North 
Minneapolis community where the area median  
income is just $44,000. At this wage, the average 
two-bedroom apartment in the Twin Cities is too 
expensive.

It is no coincidence that these 
neighborhoods are also the neighborhoods 
that were targeted by racially motivated 
discriminatory practices such as redlining 
and racial covenants, and continue to 
be targeted through predatory lending, 
exclusionary zoning, and gentrification. 

On average, it costs Housing in 
Action $5,000 a year to maintain 
both affordability and dignified living 
conditions for just one rental home. That’s 
a total of $600,000  annually to provide 
120 stable homes. 

Join us in maintaining both affordability and 
dignity in our rental program by donating today:
www.housinginaction.org/donate

THE NEED

There are only 36,040 affordable rental homes for 
the 101,930 extremely low-income renter households 

in the Twin Cities region; in other words, 64% of 
Minnesotans with extremely low-incomes have NO 

housing options they can afford. 
(Minnesota Housing Partnership, 2024)



Over ten years ago, Jackie was hospitalized for 3 months 
which resulted in the loss of her housing, car, and job. 

Suddenly finding herself unhoused, she began renting from 
a friend until that friend decided to move. 

Jackie applied for an HIA rental and was accepted, and 
ten years later, Jackie still lives in HIA housing as an active 

leader in the resident community. The stability offered 
through her home has given her the safety and security to 

now invest in her entire community. 

“Having stable housing means everything. 
You really can’t move around in life without it. 
It’s your pillar, it’s your stabilization, it’s where 

you can feel safe, where you can raise your 
children,” Jackie shares. 

Jackie’s hope for the future, “What I see when all people are 
thriving is violence cut down, jobs for people, housing, more 

houses built, more houses bought, more people knowing 
their neighbors, more people helping their neighbors, more 

love shown toward each other.”

OUR SOLUTION

WHAT CHANGE LOOKS LIKE

Housing in Action (HIA) owns 120 affordable 
rental units that are home to over 350 individuals 
in North and South Minneapolis. We provide 
dignified, affordable duplexes, quadplexes, 
and small-scale apartment buildings to those 
predominantly at or below 50-60% of the area 
median income (AMI). Our aim is dignified 
housing—housing that is affordable, high-quality, 
and includes a supportive network of resources 
from local community partners and a responsive 
landlord.

The number of cost-burdened households rose 
from 590,538 to 641,549, an increase of 9% in just 
one year. (Minnesota Housing Partnership, 2024)

“One of the best things 
about [Housing in 

Action] is the family 
vibe I get from them. I 
am not a rent check, I 

am a human, someone 
who has gotten respect 
from them and am more 

than willing to give it 
back in return.” 

- HIA Resident


